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Federal Definition

• Ages 3-21

• Not born in any State

• Less than or equal to 3 full 
academic years in U.S. 
schools

Title III (Sec. 3201(5) of ESEA) 

RIDE Guidance on Immigrant Student Data Collection



How is the immigrant student indicator different 
than MLL* status?

MLL students Immigrant 
students

Some—not all—immigrant 
students are multilingual 
learners (MLLs).

*MLL  =  EL  =  LEP



The Home Language Survey must be administered for all newly enrolling students.

Birth Place is not a required field, but Birth Date and Date First Enrolled in Any U.S. School are.



Federal Guidance

• Do not ask students or 
families about their 
immigrant status or date of 
entry into the U.S.

• These questions can create a 
“chilling effect” that 
discourages immigrant 
students and families from 
enrolling in U.S. schools.

• Ask the same questions of all 
newly enrolling students.

• See B3 for additional 
information.



Data Entry related to Registration

Guidance about Home Language Survey administration and review in:

• MLL Identification, Placement, and Reclassification Guidance

• Home Language Survey FAQ

• Home Language Survey Training Module 



Immigrant Student Services

• Title III Immigrant Grant - funding based on April 1 data

• All children in the United States have the right to a free public 
education, regardless of immigration status, national origin, or home 
language (see Plyler v. Doe).

• Citizenship status has no bearing on eligibility for free and reduced 
price lunch programs.



What supports are needed in your local context?

• Do registration staff in your district 
know how to make determinations 
about immigrant status?

• When enrolling students and inputting 
information in your SIS, is the Y/N 
immigrant field mandatory?



Data-Based Decisions

• Information like Date First 
Enrolled in Any U.S. School impact 
programming.

• Blueprint for MLL Success calls for 
disaggregation by MLL subgroup.

• Newcomer MLLs will likely need 
different supports than Long-
Term MLLs.

RIDE MLL Data Visualizations from 18-19



Questions?

• Flavia Molea Baker - flavia.moleabaker@ride.ri.gov

• Veronica Salas - veronica.salas@ride.ri.gov


